Montgomery County Workforce Investment Board

Communications & Outreach Committee Meeting

Meeting & Conference call

January 15, 2010

2:00 pm

Meeting Notes

Division of Workforce Services (DWS) Staff updates 

· As we know, Montgomery County along with workforce areas across the country received increased funding through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. 

· For Montgomery County, the Recovery Act provided approximately $1 million for innovative adult workforce activities and more than $300K for summer youth programs. 

· In 2010, we expect to receive another summer youth allocation but still await confirmation on timing and amount. There are still summer youth funds approximately $70K being carried over from 2009 that can be applied to a 2010 summer youth effort. The US Department of Labor (DOL) has given no indication that there will be additional funds for adult workforce activities. We have to wait and see.

Marketing and branding

· In Montgomery County, most of the federal and state funded workforce development activities are managed via contract by Department of Economic Development (DED), DWS staff and under the purview of the Montgomery County Workforce Investment Board. All of the adult focused activities are delivered under the banner “MontgomeryWorks.” When MontgomeryWorks is mentioned in the community, most likely it is associated with workforce development or jobs. Unfortunately, we do not have that same name recognition associated with our youth workforce initiatives. 
· We have two youth program providers and both operate independent of the MontgomeryWorks brand. DWS staff asks the committee to help think about strategies to broaden the MontgomeryWorks brand to include all of the WIBs workforce programs.
WIB Messaging

· Regarding WIB message, committee members believe that the WIB could significantly improve the way it communicates the work of the WIB and MontgomeryWorks. Given the levels of unemployment and the economic landscape, the general public would appreciate updates on the progress and success of our workforce development activities and their impact on the current situation. 
Programming ideas

· The committee also wanted to explore program models that could benefit smaller populations with focused uses of workforce funding i.e., disabled veterans.
Participating: Anthony Cancelosi and Harriet Shapiro

Absent: Stephen Cain, Carmen Ortiz-Larsen, and David Rodich
